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Abstract: In the context of accelerated economic and demographic transformations in rural areas, characterized by

depopulation, population aging and reduced economic opportunities, rural entrepreneurship gains strategic importance in the
process of revitalizing local communities. The results highlight the fact that rural entrepreneurship contributes significantly to
job creation, to the diversification of the local economy and to the strengthening of cooperative relations between community
actors. At the same time, entrepreneurial initiatives favor the growth of social capital and civic involvement, having a positive
impact on social cohesion. The conclusions emphasize the need to develop integrated public policies and support instruments
to stimulate rural entrepreneurship, to strengthen sustainable community development.

: These aspects confirm that entrepreneurship acts as a catalyst for social
@
IntrOdUCthn relations and community involvement, contributing to strengthening

The relevance of the theme derives from the need to identify effective social cohesion.

mechanisms to reduce socio-economic disparities and strengthen social
cohesion, given that traditional rural development models are proving
their limits. Rural entrepreneurship is not only an economic instrument,
but also a social vector, capable of stimulating cooperation between
local actors, capitalizing on endogenous resources and contributing to Local cooperation
the development of social capital. In this sense, the analysis of the role
of entrepreneurial initiatives in the dynamics of community relations
becomes essential for understanding the processes of sustainable local
development. The topic is also relevant in the context of European - ~ - - - - -
policies oriented towards integrated rural development and social Percentage (%)

inclusion.
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Figure 2. Social capital indicators

: At the same time, the qualitative analysis based on interviews highlights
¢ Materlal and methOd the role of local entrepreneurs as key actors in the dynamics gf r%ral
From a methodological point of view, the study adopts a mixed communities. They not only initiate economic activities, but also facilitate
approach. The quantitative component consists of the analysis of the development of local networks, supporting collaboration between
statistical data on the density of rural enterprises, employment and  djfferent categories of actors (public administration, private sector, civil

community development indicators. In addition, a qualitative analysis is  society). This process leads to a better mobilization of local resources and
carried out based on semi-structured interviews with local an increase in the adaptive Capacity of communities.

entrepreneurs and representatives of public administration, in order to

highlight the role of entrepreneurial initiatives in the dynamics of social =~ However, the results also indicate the existence of significant constraints.
and economic relations. Comparative methods are also used to assess  The main barriers to the development of rural entrepreneurship are
the differences between communities with different levels of represented by limited access to finance, poor infrastructure and lack of
entrepreneurial development. entrepreneurial skills. These limitations directly affect the ability of
communities to capitalize on entrepreneurial potential and reduce its
impact on local development.

e Results and discussions

The research results highlight the existence of a direct relationship
between the level of development of rural entrepreneurship and the Entremar ohio ol income Social Capital ol

socio-economic dynamics of the communities analyzed. The
quantitative analysis indicates that an increase in the density of rural
enterprises is associated with a higher employment rate. Thus, as can Figure 3. The impact of rural entrepreneurship

be seen in Figure 1, communities characterized by a higher number of

enterprises per 1000 inhabitants register higher employment values, Overall, the results confirm the conceptual model presented in Figure 3,
which confirms the role of entrepreneurship as an economic stimulus according to which rural entrepreneurship influences community

factor. | | o development through a chain of effects: job creation, income growth,
N 8 social capital consolidation and, finally, social cohesion strengthening. This
. systemic approach highlights the interdependence between the economic
. _ and social dimensions of rural development.
s | . Figure 1.
: Relationship between _
Lo _ entreprise density and  Conclusions
employment The rural entrepreneurship is an effective tool for stimulating social cohesion
% and supporting the development of local communities. By creating jobs,
— - - - - diversifying the economy and strengthening cooperative relationships,
Frterprise Density (per 1000 inhabitants) entrepreneurial initiatives contribute to strengthening social capital and
In addition, the comparative analysis highlights significant differences increasing the resilience of rural communities. However, the impact of rural
between communities with low and high levels of entrepreneurship. entrepreneurship is conditional on the existence of a favorable framework,
These results suggest that rural entrepreneurship contributes not only to which includes access to financing, adequate infrastructure and skills

development. In this context, it is necessary to develop and implement
integrated public policies, oriented towards supporting local entrepreneurs
and stimulating economic initiatives in rural areas.

job creation, but also to the consolidation of the local economic base.
From a social perspective, the results highlight a significant impact of

entreprepgursh{p on social capital.  As 1llgstrated In Figure 2, In conclusion, promoting rural entrepreneurship not only supports economic
communities with a high level of entrepreneurial development register development, but also contributes to strengthening social cohesion,

higher values of civic participation, local cooperation and trust in representing an essential pillar of sustainable rural development.
institutions.
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